February 15, 2007

JOINT NEWS RELEASE: AGREEMENT BRINGS WATERPOWER DEVELOPMENT ONE STEP CLOSER
Developer And First Nations Will Develop Site On Kapuskasing River
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CHAPLEAU — A partnership between Wabun Tribal Council and Hydromega Services Inc. is creating long-term benefits for Aboriginal people and increasing the province’s supply of clean, renewable energy, Natural Resources Minister David Ramsay, Wabun Tribal Council executive director Shawn Batise and Hydromega Services project manager Stéphane Boyer announced today. 

An agreement in principle between Hydromega and two First Nations – Brunswick House and Chapleau Ojibwe, both represented by the Wabun Tribal Council – will facilitate the development of hydro-electric sites on a stretch of the Kapuskasing River south of the Town of Kapuskasing. The developer plans to build four generating stations each with an installed capacity of about 5 megawatts, for a total of 20 megawatts – enough to supply about 5,000 homes with electricity. 

“This is the kind of partnership that will help promote sustainable, self-reliant communities,” said Shawn Batise, executive director of the Wabun Tribal Council. “It will not only benefit the First Nations, but also be a boost to the local economy.” 

“This partnership is one of the best opportunities in the resource sector for our First Nation, and we’ve succeeded in securing ownership in the project,” said Chief Andrew Neshawabin of Brunswick House First Nation. “I commend Shawn and Jason Batise of the Wabun Tribal Council for helping us achieve the best possible deal, and acknowledge Hydromega’s commitment to working with First Nations.” 

“We entered into these negotiations with a long-term view that reflects our Ojibwe culture of looking after the next seven generations,” said Chief Anita Stephens of Chapleau Ojibwe First Nation. “ I believe we’ve accomplished that and more with the formation of this partnership, and we look forward to working with our partners as we move toward construction of this facility.” 

“We have worked hard over the past year to reach an agreement with the Wabun Tribal Council and look forward to moving ahead on this project,” said Stéphane Boyer, project manager, Hydromega Services Inc. “This spirit of cooperation will continue as we pursue long-term benefits for local and First Nation communities.” 

“The province appreciates the tremendous work by the Wabun Tribal Council and Hydromega to reach an agreement on developing hydroelectric sites on the Kapuskasing River,” said Ramsay. “The fact that a memorandum of understanding has been signed highlights the success of our policy for releasing these sites on Crown land.” 

In September 2005, Hydromega was the first applicant under the ministry’s competitive site release process to be awarded the opportunity to get the required approvals and build and operate a waterpower facility on the Kapuskasing River. Hydromega and its Aboriginal partners will now continue the environmental assessment for the projects and expect all permits to be in place before the end of 2007. Construction could start in the spring of 2008. This project will help the province meet its target of producing five per cent of its electricity from renewable sources by 2007 and ten per cent by 2010. 
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